
 

PO Box 1075, Billings MT 59103   www.yvaudubon.org   

 

Osprey Nest Goose Deterrents: “Goose Off” 

Overview: An Osprey Nest Goose deterrent a.k.a “Goose Off” (Figure 1) was tested by 

Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society in early 2016.  The device was designed to deter Canada 

Goose nesting and occupation of Osprey nest platforms.  Geese arrive earlier than Osprey in 

Montana. When a nesting platform historically used by Ospreys is chosen by Geese for their 

nest site, the Ospreys are displaced.  Geese are effectively defensive and prevent Ospreys from 

reclaiming the nesting site.  Ospreys then try to move to a new nesting location, such as to 

power poles or radio and phone towers.  This often creates lethal problems for Ospreys and 

problems and substantial expense for utility companies.  

Two Goose Offs were installed in late winter after Osprey had migrated out of the area and 

prior to arrival of geese nesting season.  The device design is intended to be simple, effective, 

inexpensive, easily transportable, readily installed by manned aerial lifts and easily removed 

from ground level by a single individual (Appendices 1 - 3).  Ground level removal by a single 

individual saves money and removal logistics are easily arranged. The “Goose Off’ can of course 

be both installed and removed by manned aerial lifts  if the funding and availability of lifts 

makes that feasible.  Use of the aerial lifts for both installation and removal of the devices 

negates the need for installation of the extricating rope described below.  

Design (materials shown in Appendices 1 and 3):   

 Rebar is used for the basic structure of the device. This keeps construction expense low and 
gives a good solid heft to the system minimizing likelihood of the device blowing over in the 
wind or being knocked over by energetic Geese.   

 Ball Stretch Cords attaching the tips of the rebar are simple, cheap, effective, and allow for 
flexibility in transport and installation of the Goose Off.  The base of the rebar 
triangle/pyramid can be readily adjusted to fit the dimensions of the nesting platform. 

 Wire placed cross-sectionally within the the rebar triangle deters geese from scooting under 
the rebar.  Electrical tape is attached to the rebar and to a loop in the end of each wire.  The 
wire is not attached directly to the rebar. This design allows the wire to break away from 
the rebar if the “Goose Off” hangs up on nest sticks or other platform projections when the 
device is pulled off the platform in the spring (heads up!).    

 Small diameter rope (e.g. clothes line rope), long enough to reach from the apex of the 
Goose Off to ground level, was installed.  This rope allows an individual to pull the Goose 
Off down from the platform in the spring.  The ground end of the rope was attached to the 
nesting platform pole about 12 feet above ground.  This minimizes likelihood of vandalism 
or unwanted extrication of the system without a ladder.   

 

Conclusion: The device and strategy was largely successful.  A few modifications will likely 

improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the system (e.g. longer, slightly heavier rebar; four 

rather than three rebar legs).  Experimenting with design variations and scientific study of 

effectiveness as a Goose deterrent is planned for future efforts.  

Steve Regele, Deb Regele. Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society, January, 2018 
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Appendix 1 
 

”Goose Off” Osprey Nest Goose Deterrent 

Design and Construction 

 

                 

                                FIGURE 1. Osprey Nest Goose deterrent: “Goose Off” 
 

NOTE: The apex of the rebar triangle is kept as small as possible, i.e. the Ball Stretch Cords were placed very 
near the extreme tip of the triangle to discourage Goose ‘landings’. Also a second or even a third band of 
galvanized baling wire is frequently installed, making two or three horizontal wires between base and apex - 
this to further deter Goose entry under the rebar triangle. .  

 

  



Appendix 2 
 

”Goose Off” Osprey Nest Goose Deterrent 

Installation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                       Osprey Nest Goose deterrent/“Goose Off” installed  
NOTE the extracting rope in place and held by individual near base of nesting platform pole.  

  



Appendix 3 
 

”Goose Off” Osprey Nest Goose Deterrent 

Construction Materials  

 

 
Steel Rebar (e.g. 0.375 inch - 0.5 inch X 42 
inch) 

 

 
Ball Stretch Cord  

 
 

 
Wire - e.g.  Galvanized Baling wire, 16 gauge 
(0.0508 inch diameter) to 18 gauge (0.043 
inch)  

 
 

 
Electrical Tape  

 
 
Rope (e.g. Cotton Clothesline Rope) 

 

 

 


