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Through generous donations from the Friends of Billings 
Public Library and the Billings Public Library Foundation, kids 
and families will have the chance to explore STEAM 
components in a new way. The Try It Yourself (TIY) kits are now 
available at the Billings Public Library, providing another way 
of reaching out to our community through insightful and 
valuable resources.  
The TIY Kits give children needed exposure to hands-on 

experiences.  These experiences build both confidence and 
interest in science, technology, engineering, arts and math 
(STEAM).  There are 12 kits with a variety of STEAM 
components highlighted through various topics. 
One such kit is the Family Birding Kit (Ages 9-12), this bird-

watching kit will help increase 
knowledge about birds and their daily 
activities, plus it’s FUN! This kit 
includes adult binoculars, children’s 
binoculars, a birding journal, the 
Young Birder’s Guide to North 
America and the Yellowstone Valley 
Audubon Society Local Bird Watch 
List. 
Available kits are on display in the 
Children’s area in clear vinyl bags. 
Each kit may be checked out for 28 
days and can be placed on hold from 

STEAM Kits at Billings Public Library

the library catalog at billingslibrary.org. Kits need to be 
returned in person to the Children’s Desk and cannot be 
returned in drop boxes.  
Visit https://billingslibrary.org or call 406-657-8256 for more 

information.  And keep in touch there and in YVAS Flyer’s 
and at yvaudubon.org  for updates and additional offerings 
from the Billings Public Library to enhance learning 
opportunities about the natural world! 

Submitted by Victoria Cassou, 
Billings Library Children’s Programs  

Steve Regele, YVAS

Chirps and Tweets 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer nest monitor for YVAS’ Osprey Nest Monitoring and Banding Project this 
season, contact Deb Regele for more information (debregele@gmail.com or 406-962-3115). Training is provided early each 
spring for new nest monitors as well as returning. 

If you haven’t been to YVAS’ Facebook page lately, you are missing out on the latest news from YVAS. Our team posts 
updates and articles daily about YVAS and other nature news from around the globe.  

If you are one of the many that have recently taken up the new game “Wordle,” then you may enjoy Audubon’s newly 
released “BRDL.” It was created by Alex Tomlinson, National Audubon’s graphic designer, and is based on the alpha codes 
of the Bird Banding Laboratory (BBL), not the alpha codes used by the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and the American 
Ornithologist Society (AOS). The link to BRDL:  https://brdl.alex.gd/?=26 :The link to BBL’s alpha codes:  https://
www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/manual/speclist.cfm ;The link to Audubon’s BRDL article:  https://www.audubon.org/news/love-
hit-game-wordle-try-brdl-bird-inspired-spinof 

Fun facts about House Finches from National Audubon’s Newsletter. 
House Finches are among the strictest of avian vegetarians. 97% of their diet consists of seeds, buds, fruit, and foliage. 
The biggest exception is that parent finches will feed their nestlings soft and squishy fly larvae as an early life protein 
boost. House Finches can be very aggressive especially around bird feeders. In fact, they’re so territorial around food and 
nest sites that they’re one of the only birds known to fight off non-native House Sparrows. Where House Finch populations 
go up, House Sparrow numbers drop. 

Submitted by Deb Regele 
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While traveling in Southwest Florida, I happened on a honey of 
an exhibit, located at the Edison and Ford Winter Estates in 
Fort Myers, Florida. This temporary exhibit, "The Birds of 
Southwest Florida,” featured multiple panels containing 
illustrations from John James Audubon, along with quotes from 
the Edison and Ford families. The exhibit was intended as a 
tribute to Mina Edison (Thomas Edison's wife) and her love of 
birds. Antique spy glasses, books on birds and shell art were 
also featured. 

Both Edison and Ford Families were passionate about birds. 
They spent many hours enjoying them at their winter estates 
and in the Everglades. Throughout their lives they worked to 
protect and preserve wild birds and their habitats.  
Thomas Edison’s youngest son Theodore was always 

interested in birds. In a 1918 letter to his mother, he mentioned 
that an Ovenbird or Myrtle Warbler had flown into his tent 
while he was working for the U.S. Navy near Key West, Florida. 
His friend caught a fly and the little bird sat on his hand and ate 
it. He also described leaving a dead fish out in the sun to lure 
flies, which then attracted birds to eat them, giving him an 
opportunity to study them. 
Theodore was also responsible for calling attention to the 

plight of nesting birds in Florida and raising funds to establish 
the nearby 160-acre Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary. Today the 
Sanctuary occupies about 13,000 acres and is home to the 
largest virgin bald cypress forest in the world. It also hosts the 
largest Wood Stork rookery in the U.S. 
Mina Edison was a dedicated conservationist and an ardent 

supporter, advocate, and unofficial spokeswoman for several 
organizations, including the Chautauqua Association, the 
National Audubon Society, and the School Garden Association 
of America. As an integral part of the Chautauqua Association, 
she was one of many who helped establish the foundation’s 
arboretum, a botanical garden dedicated to trees, which in 

effect created more potential nesting and breeding grounds 
for Chautauqua’s indigenous bird population. 
Mina's fascination with birds compelled her to create a 

safe-haven and refuge for several varied species at Seminole 
Lodge. She had purple Martin houses installed over the 
Caloosahatchee River near the property's seawall and pier, 
small feeding tables were created by staff so she could 
watch a variety of birds from her porch, and birdboxes were 
built and mounted around various parts of the property.  
Mina Edison could ignite a similar passion in visitors to her 

Fort Myers estate. Bernese Davis, a frequent visitor in the 
1930’s and ‘40’s, shared this memory of Mina: 
‘“Let’s all be quiet and see if I can call the bird,’ she said. 

She called the bird, and the bird came. Others came. She 
made other sounds. I don’t think I’ve ever had a moment 
when I’ve felt nearer to God and creation. All those birds 
were around us and Mrs. Edison was having the time of her 
life making those birdcalls.” 
Mina Edison made the grounds of Seminole Lodge 

available to school children for classes on plant and bird life. 
At their year-round residence in West Orange, NJ, Thomas 

Edison electrified a bird bath so that the water inside didn’t 
freeze in the winter! 
In addition to a love for wild birds, the Edisons also had 

several birds as pets. Mina Edison famously kept a pet 
peacock named "Beauty" that roamed the estate and 
according to support staff, would spread its tail feathers if 
spoken to in a gentle manner. "Beauty" was later preserved 
and can now be seen as part of the Mina Edison exhibit 
located in the museum at the Estates. The Edisons also had 
a pet pelican named Jerry, with which several members of 
the family posed. 

Submitted by Sue Weinreis 

Cont’d on page 4  

Travel Highlights, a Tribute to Mina Edison, and a Few Fun Facts about Birds

Mina and Thomas Edison
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After being closed for about two years for carpeting 
and construction of major displays, the lobby at 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks on Lake Elmo opened 
to the public in early February.  It may not be worth it 
for you to make a special trip there, but keep it in mind 
if it’s something you might be interested in. 

The educational displays are very well done, and there 
are some mounted animals.  Bird life is not abundant on 
the lake, but every couple of days we see from 1 to 4 
bald eagles on the ice feeding on dead fish that resulted 

from the drawdown that was done to kill Asian 
clams.  A red fox ran across the lake yesterday.  At 
least now you can stand inside, out of the wind and 
cold.  Current plans are to start refilling the lake in 
mid to late April.  The lakeshore will have many 
changes to make it more user-friendly. 

There were a few birds around Lake Elmo earlier 
last fall while the drawdown was in progress.  
Dozens of mallards congregated on the north 
shoreline, probably feeding on invertebrates that 
became available.  For most of a week, a female 
belted kingfisher sat on the corner of the pier, 
watching for fish below.  With less water, the fish 
would be more concentrated, and the kingfisher 
found an easier way to fish than flying around the whole 
lake.  As dead and dying fish became exposed, ring-
billed gulls hung around to feed on them.  Canada 
geese have been back a few days when the warm 
weather put a puddle of water on top of the ice.  We 
have a lot to look forward to, as the water returns! 

Submitted by Jim Hansen 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 

Top left: Bald Eagle over Lake Elmo, Billings, MT 
Top right: Lobby of Montana FWP at Lake Elmo, Billings, MT 
Bottom: Waterfowl on Lake Elmo 
Photos by Bob Gibson

Lobby Reopens at Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
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Cont’d from Tribute to Mina Edison (pg 2): 

Exhibit Highlights and Quotes: 
 
The Prothonotary Warbler is a brilliant yellow-orange bird of the southeastern wooded swamps and is one of only two 
warbler species that nest in cavities. 
 
Fun Fact: “Prothonotary” refers to clerks in the Roman Catholic Church, whose robes were bright yellow. 
 
Burrowing Owl: From the Fort Myers Press, 1923:“Thomas A. Edison, sojourning with his family at their winter home here, 
made a new acquaintance yesterday. He met Spoeyto Cunicularia Floridian and his wife, otherwise known as Mr. and Mrs. 
Burrowing Owl. In company with Mrs. Edison and their grandchildren and another relative… visited at the subterranean 
home of Mr. and Mrs. B. Owl…” 
 
Fun Fact: Before laying eggs Burrowing Owls carpet the entrances to their homes with animal dung, which attracts dung 
beetles and other insects that the owls then catch and eat. They may also collect bottle caps, metal foil, cigarette butts, 
paper scraps, and other bits of trash at the entrance, perhaps as a warning that the burrow is occupied. 
 
Fun Fact: A group of American White Pelicans – known as a squadron – will often work together to herd fish into shallow 
waters where the pelicans can easily scoop fish into their large, expandable pouches. 
 
Fun Fact: In the heyday of the American feather trade, the delicate, white head and tail feathers of egrets in mating 
plumage, called “aigrettes,” were worth their weight in gold to the plume hunters. 
 
Fun Fact: Many of the larger birds in Audubon’s illustrations are shown in an unnatural, bent over pose. Audubon wanted to 
portray them as close to life-size as possible while still being able to fit the bird on the page in the book. 
 
The Edison and Ford Winter Estates: Thomas Edison first visited Southwest Florida in 1875 and purchased the property to 
build a winter vacation home, which he called Seminole Lodge. Famous guests included Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, 
President-elect Herbert Hoover, and the renowned naturalist, John Burroughs, among many others. In 1914, Henry and Clara 
Ford, and their son Edsel visited Fort Myers at the invitation of Thomas Edison. They enjoyed the visit so much that two 
years later, Ford purchased the home adjacent to the Edison Winter Estate and called it The Mangoes. The Estates contain 
more than twenty acres of historical buildings and gardens with more than 1,700 plants representing more than four hundred 
species from six continents. 

Recurring Adult Programs- Montana Audubon Center- April-August 2022 

Bird Stroll: 2nd Saturday of the month from 8:30 - 10am. Enjoy a morning stroll by the river and learn a few birds along the way. 
Great for beginning birders!  On this monthly birding adventure, we will cover some birding basics, learn some bird calls/songs for ID 
by ear and work on our description skills to visually ID the species that we see.  Come with your own gear or borrow some from us; we 
have binoculars and guidebooks available to check out.  Rain, snow or shine, we'll be out there birding.  We hope to see you 
there! Suggested donation $10/adults, $5/students, or free for members. Advance registration is requested  - visit 
www.mtaudubon.org/center 
Weekend Wonders Family Program: 2nd Saturday of the month from 10:30am-12pm. This naturalist led program is perfect for 

people of all ages! Every month features a nature theme, an outdoor adventure, and a hands-on learning experience.  Time to get some 
fresh air, learn something new, and have some fun in nature with your friends and family. Suggested donation $5/person or free for 
members. In order to limit group size, advance registration is required. 
Nature Trivia Nights:  1st Monday of the month  6:00pm - 8:00pm. June-October 2022. Join us for an outdoor nature trivia night at 

the Montana Audubon Center.  Come ready to put your naturalist knowledge to the test with local natural history questions, sensory 
bonus rounds, and much more!  Bring your fellow nature nerds for a trivia night unlike any other.  BYOB and snacks. Suggested 
donation of $5/person, free for members 
Evening Exploration: 1st Tuesday of the month, April-August, 4:30pm-7:30pm. Bring your friends and family down to the Center to 

celebrate the change of seasons in nature! Explore and enjoy the ponds, the wildlife and the changes in our plants as we move from 
winter to spring and spring to summer.  Ask a naturalist your essential questions about animals and plants. Borrow field guides, insect 
nets, and binoculars. Or get in a canoe and explore the ponds with the setting sun.  Choose your own adventure and enjoy this special 
time outside with your friends and family. Suggested donation $10/canoe, Free for members. Advanced registration requested via our 
website: mtaudubon.org/center/familyprograms/ 
Walk with a Naturalist: 4th Tuesday of the month from 6:30 - 8pm April- September 2022. The weather is warming up, plants and 

animals are waking up, and we’re ready to get outdoors exploring! Join us to make observations, follow our curiosity, and share 
naturalist knowledge with each other. Each month we’ll explore a different natural area in and around Billings. Please bring any 
naturalist tools you like to use (binoculars, field guides, magnifying glasses, journals, etc.). We’ll also have some equipment you can 
borrow. Suggested donation $5-10/person.  

Submitted by Becca Mathias 
Community Programs Coordinator 

Montana Audubon Center
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YVAS MEETINGS & PUBLIC PROGRAMS  

Next Board of Directors Meeting: March 14, 2022 —The YVAS meeting of the Board of Directors will be held from 4pm to 
6pm. Board of Directors meetings are held the second Monday of the month. Board meetings are open to all members. 
We are again postponing YVAS ‘live/in-person’ Programs due to Covid circumstances in our area. Please continue to check in 
at the YVAS web site https://yvaudubon.org/ and watch the Flyer for news and updates about future live Programs.

Membership Updates 

Chapter members listed below are up for renewal. Please use the application form below (include your email address) and submit, along 
with a check, to any Board Member or mail it to the address on the application. Contact the Data Base Administrator: Peter Cummins at 
membership.data@yvaudubon.org with any questions. 

March renewal: Gwen Emmerson, Becky Gill, Gregory Gill, Jim & Peggy Good, Lois Gorseth, Claudia Janecek, Brenda Rogers  
Feb outstanding: James Hansen, James Olmes, Charles Paris, Sarah Stockburger, Roger & Patricia Williams



A Varied Thrush was caught on New Year's Day sneaking 
around in the E Rosebud Creek area by a trail camera on 
Brian and Teresa Henderson's place. They like dense mature 
conifers with abundant water and that is exactly the habitat 
this one was in - foraging on the ground under some large 
spruce trees near a stream. They are more common west of 
the Continental Divide but do stray to the east occasionally. 
They breed from northern California as far north as Alaska. 
During winter they tend to concentrate more in the 
coastal forests but some can still be found in western 
Montana all year long.


