
 

 

Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society is Celebrating its 70th Anniversary 

On April 21, 1953, 150 people attended the first organizational meeting of the ‘Billings Audubon Society,’ a chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. It was organized by Professor William Hoheisel  at the Eastern Normal College which is now Montana 
State University Billings. They elected Carson E. Bechtel as President; Theodore A. Topper as Vice President; Miss Winifred Stull 
as Secretary; and Dr. Raymond E. Smalley as Treasurer. 

Billings Audubon Society first participated in National Audubon 
Society’s Christmas Bird Count on December 29, 1953, with a 
reported 2,500 birds. Careful bird records were kept by 
Theodora Smith describing field trips and observations along 
Airport Road, Alkali Creek, Huntley and Laurel. If it wasn’t for the 
vintage Chevrolets and Fords, the photos from the 1950’s field 
trips could pass for today’s birding trips. Speakers and films were 
popular at monthly meetings, just as they are today. 

The first Bulletin (newsletter) of the organization was issued in 
October 1970 by Billie Hicks, who was then President and served 
5 terms. And postage was only 6 cents! As the Billings Audubon 
Society membership grew to include more members throughout 
southeastern Montana, the Board of Directors proposed 
changing the chapter’s name to the ‘Yellowstone Valley Audubon 
Society’ in September 1974. In 1976, Helen Carlson took over the 
leadership role of the newly named Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society Chapter. 

YVAS has grown to what we are today because of countless dedicated members and volunteers who believed in the YVAS 
Mission and still do. Happy 70 years YVAS! 
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The next YVAS meeting will be held on Monday, Sept 18, at the Mayflower Church on the corner of Poly and 
Rehberg Lane. A social with coffee and cookies begins at 6:30 PM; the program begins at 7:00 PM. 

Dr. Steven Running at Petro Theatre June 6th 

Time:  6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  (Reception 6:00 pm; Presentation 7:00—8:30 pm) 

Dr. Running is Professor Emeritus of Ecosystem and Conservation Sciences at the 
University of Montana.  He was a member of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change team, which was collectively awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 for its 
broad report on the connection between human activities and global warming. He 
serves on the NASA Advisory Council Science Committee and has written over 270 
scientific articles and two books. 

Dr. Running has prepared an updated climate change report focused on Montana. He 
will present that report in a free public meeting at Petro Hall on the MSUB campus on 
June 6, 2023.  YVAS is one of several organizations sponsoring Dr. Running’s climate 
change presentation. Details on additional events at billingsclimateweek.org. 

Steve Linder opens the YVAS meeting on May 15, 2023 

https://billingsclimateweek.org/
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Field Trip Report: Broadview Ponds 

On Saturday, May 6, 2023, eight birders including our leader Stan Heath, took 
off towards Broadview Ponds, stopping on several side roads, and at a pond 
along the highway, to pick up some wonderful migrants.  The most 
impressive sighting of the trip was a Golden Eagle nest on Ballard Ivie Road.  
Another prime sighting on that road included Loggerhead Shrikes.  At several 
stops we spotted Burrowing Owls, but many were too far away to pick up 
little more than heat-waved blurs of Owls, even with a spotting scope.  One 
stop had a fling of Whimbrels (9). 
 
Somewhere after we turned onto Popelka Road there was a gold-mine of 
birds in a body of water.  There were American Avocets, Ruddy Ducks, Green-
winged Teal, Northern Pintail, Wilson’s Phalarope, Northern Shovelers, 
Willett, and Eared Grebes, to name a few. 
 
In fields along the road we saw Northern Harriers, Upland Sandpipers, and 
the American Kestrel.  A couple of shorebirds along the way included the 
Lesser Yellowlegs and a Godwit. 
 
Our final stop was the Broadview Pond itself (although some birders went on 
to look at Big Lake).  There were only a few species at the pond, including 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Double-crested Cormorants, Barn Swallows, 
Northern Pintail, and on the little pond on the other side of the railroad 
tracks, Black-necked Stilts.  In all, this birder counted 41 species, and I 
typically miss quite a few (!).   
 
Submitted by Pam Pipal 

Field Trip Report: Not Exxon Ponds 

April 29. 2023 

A group of nine birders met on Johnson Lane at the gate to the Exxon Ponds and birded while waiting patiently for our hosts to 

arrive. We saw nearly 20 species including a pair of Red-shafted Flickers working on a nice nest cavity in a large cottonwood that 

a European Starling had also been checking out. We eventually figured out that our hosts weren’t coming because we had not 

asked them to. Oops! One of those things that can happen when your long-time field trip coordinator retires - we’ll get it right 

next time! So, we created Plan B and headed for Pictograph Cave State Park. 

About a half mile from the park, we found a Cooper’s Hawk nest. The hawk was nervous about us parking on the road in front of 

her house and she did not stay on the nest. Not far down the road, we also had a very nice look at an American Kestrel. Once at 

the park we discovered there are apparently two pairs of kestrels trying to nest in the area and were fortunate to see a kestrel 

diving and swooping at a Cooper’s Hawk that had apparently strayed too close to their territory. A larger pair of Red-tailed 

Hawks were also in the area, but we did not see any interaction with the kestrels. 

Rock Wrens and Say's Phoebes were active as were White-throated Swifts. Some Black-capped Chickadees were observed doing 

some spring cleaning at a nest hole in a box elder and a Spotted Towhee made a brief appearance nearby. We did not see any 

porcupines but there had been at least one very busy porcupine in the park as lots of bark had been gnawed from several box 

elders and pines.  

A few birders also stopped by Four Dances on the way back to Billings to spend a little more time outdoors on such a gorgeous 

day.  

Submitted by Brian Henderson 
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Field Trip Report: Bluewater Fish Hatchery & Clarks River WPA  
 

May 21, 2023 

The Rocky parking lot was atwitter with excitement as 14 women from TTN (The Transition Network, an organization 

for retired women) joined YVAS on Sunday morning, May 21 for a field trip to the Bluewater Fish Hatchery and the 

Clark Fork WPA. For many of the women, it would be their first foray into the wonderful world of birding. Would it be 

too hot? Too tiring? Too overwhelming? I was a bit nervous. 

Our first stop was the Bridger Sewage Pond where we were joined by Brian Henderson. The pond yielded several spe-

cies. We set up three scopes and the new birders were soon learning new bird sights and sounds. They particularly 

enjoyed seeing the Ruddy Ducks and Cinnamon Teal. 

Continuing on to the hatchery, the line of cars came to a screeching halt by a small marsh, and everyone jumped out 

to get a look at two Sandhill Cranes being harassed by Red-wing Blackbirds. While we were enjoying the cranes, we 

were treated to the sounds of a Sora calling and the winnowing of a Wilson’s Snipe. We were met at the hatchery by 

Matt Wipf, fish culture specialist,, who told us about the trout and grayling operations and said that we might see two 

Horned Owls in the big Cottonwoods along the driveway (we didn’t). We saw all the usual suspects and got our share 

of “ice cream” birds like the Belted Kingfisher, Lazuli Bunting, Western Tanager, and Yellow-Breasted Chat. Yellow war-

blers, American Goldfinches, and Cowbirds were plentiful. Most sources say that Cowbirds lay their eggs in other birds’ 

nests, a practice known as “Brood Parasitism,” because they cannot build their own nests. Brian shared another inter-

esting theory that he had heard: The Cowbird followed the roaming bison to take advantage of the insects stirred up 

by their hooves, and so could not stay in one spot to incu-

bate their own eggs. Therefore, they laid them in other 

birds’ nests so that they could continue on with the bison.  

As noon approached, the birds quieted down and we 

lunched in the shade of the Cottonwoods, then headed on 

to the Clark Fork Waterfowl Production Area for the after-

noon. After what seemed like ten miles walking in the 

broiling sun, but was probably only a half-mile, we arrived 

at a very quiet pond. It seemed the birds must be sleeping 

in the heat.  Then a Great Blue Heron appeared, flying low, 

and slowly other birds were spotted: White Pelicans, West-

ern Grebes, Wilson’s Phalaropes, and a fair variety of other 

ducks.  

All in all, it was a good day, with 53 total species seen.  

Thanks to Linda Wham and her sister Gail, who helped lead 

the trip with me, and a special thanks to Brian Henderson 

who lent his expertise, stories, patience, and humor to our 

group.  

Submitted by Susan Weinreis 

Photo by Linda Wham 
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NO VACANCY: 

The Twine Collection & Recycling Site is FULL! 

The twine shed is full. Even the horse trailer from PAYS is full and parked outside the shed awaiting the availability of a 
semi-truck out of Salt Lake City to transfer an estimated 38,000 pounds of clean twine to I-90 Reprocessing in Albert 
Lea MN. An excavator with thumb will be leased from Midway Rental in Laurel and used to transfer the twine out of 
the shed and into the top-loading semi-trailer. YVAS volunteers with the skill have ‘signed up’ to handle the excavator 
and the twine loading. 
 
The amount of twine delivered to the TCRS for recycling continues to increase each year. Large deliveries are made 
annually from ranches southwest of Bozeman and from the Shepherd, Huntley, Ashland, White Sulphur and Cody WY 
areas. Local twine users with small deliveries can walk in and drop off their twine in the large bins outside the 
shed.  For the last few years, PAYS (Public Auction Yard) has been depositing their unwanted twine into our horse 
trailer which we empty every couple of months. Again, YVAS volunteers handle the twine unloading. 
 
It can’t be said enough so again, thank you to all the volunteers who have given their time to the Twine Recycling 
Project - this wouldn’t be happening without you! 
 
Currently we are looking for another nonprofit or business to partner or manage the twine recycling work. If you have 
any questions, know someone that is interested, 
or would like more information, please contact 
me, Deb Regele, at debregele@gmail.com or 
406-200-7873 (leave message if I am unable to 
answer.)  
 
Submitted with photos by Deb Regele 
 
 
 

Photo above:  Steve Regele on the tractor 
and Jerry Dalton working the twine. 

mailto:debregele@gmail.com
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Coming up at Montana Audubon Center 

Please register in advance on the MAC website 

 for all activities:  mtaudubon.org/center 
 
June 6th Evening Exploration:  4:30pm-7:30pm 

Explore and enjoy the ponds, the wildlife and the changes in 
our plants as we move from winter to spring and spring to 
summer. Or get in a canoe and explore the ponds with the 
setting sun.  Choose your own adventure to enjoy with your 
friends and family. Suggested donation $10/canoe, or free for 
members of MAC. 
 
June 10th Bird Stroll:  8:30 am - 10am  
Enjoy a morning stroll by the river and learn a few birds on the 
way. Suggested donation $10/adults, $5/students, or free for 
MAC members. 
 
June 10th Weekend Wonders Family Program: 10:30am-12pm  

Every month features a nature theme, an outdoor adventure, 
and a hands-on learning experience from an expert in their 
field.  Suggested donation $5/person or free for MAC members. 
 
June 23rd Bat Night Hike:  8:30pm-10pm  

Dive into the mesmerizing world of bats! Join us for a fun night 
learning cool bat facts, then heading out with special acoustic 
equipment to find them. Bring a flashlight and good walking 
shoes. Suggested donation $5/person or free for MAC 
members. 
 

Submitted by Rebecca Mathias 
Community Programs Coordinator  
(406) 294-5099 (Office)  

 

 

Registration is still open for Montana Audubon’s Wings 
Across the Big Sky, birding festival, June 9-11.  

This year’s event is 
based in Great Falls 
along the Missouri 
River, co-hosted by the 
Upper Missouri Breaks 
Audubon. 

The Festival 
headquarters is the 
Heritage Inn on the 
western side of Great 
Falls. Registration starts at 3 pm on Friday, followed by dinner 
and a keynote address by  Sneed B. Collard III, noted author. 

Numerous field trips will explore the wildlife-rich landscapes 
of this historic and adventure-filled part of the state.  

Registration online and more information is available at 
mtaudubon.org/outreach/wings. 

 

Chirps and Tweets 

 Put the Field Trip on Speed Dial!  If you rely on your 
phone to know about important dates such as 
Birding Field Trips, but often find yourself without 
cell service, take a photo of the schedule, maybe 
add it to your phone’s wallpaper... 

 Membership Data Administrator Needed:  YVAS is 
looking for a volunteer to be our new Membership 
Data Administrator.  This work can be done on your 
home computer or laptop. It requires use of MS 
Excel, the internet and email. If you are interested 
or want more information, contact Deb at 
debregelel@gmail.com or home phone at 406-200-
7873. 

 Facebook Administrator Needed:  An administrator 
is needed to update and maintain our YVAS 
Facebook page; the page has 510 followers.  If you 
are interested or want more information, contact 
Deb at debregelel@gmail.com or home phone at 
406-200-7873. 

 

Photo of Yellow-headed Blackbird by 

Susan Hovde at Broadview Ponds 

https://mtaudubon.org/center/
https://mtaudubon.org/outreach/wings/
mailto:debregelel@gmail.com
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Vacation Blogs:  A Birding Adventure with Mike and Will 2023 

 Hello YVAS birders, Mike Weber and I just returned from our East coast birding trip to Cape May, New 

Jersey and a little-known Hot Spot called Monticello Park…  

   Cape May many of you have heard of and 

if you haven’t in short it is the Warbler 

capital of the world according to National 

Geographic. It is in the path of numerous 

migrating birds on their way to nesting 

grounds…  

  We tallied 120 species in 10 days however 

it wasn’t all birding. We have families here 

on the East coast and we, actually I, 

participated in Equestrian events and Little 

League for my Grand Kids Abigail and 

Zander while in Falls Church. And Mike has family just a few miles from my family, so it worked well with 

one Van rental.  

    

Plan A: start counting what we see here, get settled into other nearby 

Birding Hot Spots. 

   The drive from Falls Church, VA to Cape May including a Ferry boat ride 

from the Delaware side of Delaware Bay to Cape May is pleasant and 

beautiful, Lush Green is everywhere in our rented Van holding the players: 

my two daughters (one from Billings, Jennifer, and Renee, long time 

employee of the National Science Foundation; and my birding companion 

Mike Weber, off for 4 days and nights in the Warbler capital of the World: 

Cape May. (The annual held for this migration is Sat the 18th the day we 

leave for home…needless to say we beat the crowds though we weren’t 

alone for this migration phenomena.     

 My daughter is a fine travel agent, she had our apt and all the amenities that 

make for a classy birding holiday all lined up. Rental of van and apt while 

there, and a Birding by Boat opportunity that proved to be an awesome Life 

Bird multiplier. 

  We two also birded one of the 10 best birding spots in America, a tiny 13 acre 

stretch of orphan property, essentially a creek behind, and adjacent to the 

local homes fortunate enough to be in the 

boundaries of Monticello Park (no, not Pres. 

Jefferson’s spread) in the county of Alexandria, 

VA and just a few miles from my daughter’s 

home in Falls Church.  

  I knew it was going to be a successful trip with the first bird sightings at 

her home:   A Chestnut-sided Warbler. From here it was time to fill our 

LIFE bird logbooks. Mike had many LIFE birds to search for and he started 

out with the iconic Northern Cardinal.  From here it just got better; with the 

Black-throated Blue Warbler. 

    Submitted by William Crain 

 

Northern Cardinal 

Black-throated Warbler 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
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YVAS MEETINGS & PUBLIC PROGRAMS 

Next Board of Directors Meeting: Aug 14, 2023 —The YVAS meeting of the Board of Directors will be held from 4 pm to 6 pm. 
Board of Directors meetings are held the second Monday of the month. Board meetings are open to all members. 

In-Person Program: Sep 18, 2023. Programs will be held on the third Monday of the month at the Mayflower Church on the 
corner of Rehberg Lane and Poly Drive in Billings. Doors open at 6:30 for coffee and cookies; the program begins at 7:00 pm.  

*** Membership Updates ***  

Chapter members listed below are up for renewal. Please use the application form below (include your email address) and 
submit, along with a check, to any Board Member or mail it to the address on the application.  

 June renewal: Doreen Hartman, Susan Hovde, Jenny Koffler, JoAnne Setzer, Judy Weddel, Karen Wilcox, Steve Yungblut 

 May outstanding: Tracy Enterline, Randy Heinz, Megan O’Reilly, Gail Speck 

 

Board of Directors 
President (Acting): Steve Linder 406-380-0073 
                                becon1@bresnan.net 
Vice President:       vacant 
Secretary:                Sue Weinreis 406-855-4181  
     granpeak47@gmail.com 
Treasurer:                Pam Pipal 406-245-4517 ppipal@ 
                                charter.net 
  

Board Members 
Carolyn Jones 406-670-4449 carolyn684@gmail.com 
Steve McConnell 509-868-8277 mcconnells@billingsmt.gov 
Kristin Neva 406-672-8912 ksneva@gmail.com 
Deb Regele 406-200-7873 debregele@gmail.com 
Bruce Waage 406-698-3126 bruce.waage@outlook.com 
  
Committees and Assignments 
Christmas Bird Count: Jerry Dalton 406-656-3656 
 jerrydalton96@gmail.com 
Facebook: Doreen Hartman 406-697-0277 
 rdzlhman@bresnan.net 
Field Trip Chair: Carolyn Jones 406-670-4449 
 carolyn684@gmail.com 
Flyer Editor: Kristin Neva 406-672-8912 
 yvasflyer@gmail.com 

 

(Committees, continued) 
Injured Raptors: Montana Raptor Conservation 
 Center 406-585-1211 
Injured Waterfowl: WJH Bird Resources 406-652-
 7175 wjhbird@yahoo.com 
Membership Data: Peter Cummins   membership. 
data.yvas@gmail.com 
Mt Bluebird Habitat Project: Carolyn Jones 406-670-4449 
 carolyn684@gmail.com 
 Sue Weinreis 406-855-4181 
 granpeak47@gmail.com 
Osprey Nest Monitor Coord: Deb Regele 406-200-7873 
 debregele@gmail.com 
Osprey Research Coord: Marco Restani 460-425-2608 
 restani@stcloudstate.edu 
Program Committee: YVAS Board of Directors 
Publicity: YVAS Board of Directors 
Recycling (aluminum): Larry Handsaker 406-855-
 9832 or 918 Ave C, Billings 
Recycling (baling twine): Deb Regele 406-200-7873 
 debregele@gmail.com 
 Doreen Hartman 406-697-
 0277 rdzlhman@bresnan.net 
Website: Deb Regele 406-200-7873 
 debregele@gmail.com 



BIRDING FIELD TRIPS COMING UP 

Contact Carolyn Jones at carolyn684@gmail.com or leave a TEXT for her at (406) 670-4449 to be included on the Bird 
Trip Notification List.  Impromptu trips, changes and cancellations are notified by email to members on this list. 

Field trips depart by car from the Rocky Mountain College parking lot on Rimrock Road next to Billings Studio Theater 
at 8:00 a.m. unless noted otherwise in the trip information shown above.  Passengers will share gas costs with drivers.  
Please DO NOT bring pets.  

June 3* Sat Bundy Bridge Fishing Access/Pompey’s Pillar 

7:00 a.m. Rocky OR    8:00 a.m. Bundy Bridge Fishing Access 

Carolyn Jones, leader 
*Originally announced for June 1. 

June 6 Tue Pryor Mountain, Sage Creek 

7:30 AM Rocky OR 8:30 AM Bridger Rest Area 

Stan Heath, leader 
Sack lunch 

June 10 Sat Red Lodge Area 
7:00 a.m. Rocky OR 
8:15 a.m. Red Lodge Town Pump Conoco C-Store 

Stan Heath & Jerry Dalton, leaders 
Sack lunch 

June 17 Sat Yellowstone River WMA State Park 
8:00 a.m. Rocky 

Megan O’Reilly, leader 
Sack lunch 

June 21 Wed Grant Marsh 
8:00 a.m.  Love’s Truck Stop 
Hwy 47 just off I 90 near Hardin. 

Megan O’Reilly, leader 
Sack lunch 

July 1 Sat Bear Canyon    
6:30 a.m. Rocky  OR  7:30 a.m. Bridger Rest Area 

Stan Heath, leader 
Sack lunch  
  

Aug 5 Sat Shorebirds, Hawks, Prairie Birds 
8:00 a.m. Rocky 

Mike Weber, leader 
Sack lunch 

mailto:carolyn684@gmail.com

